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FRIENDS and CouNTRYMEN, 


I Congratulate thofe few among you, who expec Relief from 


. 





your Petition to Parliament,-on your Deliverance from the-Suf- 
‘pence in which you continued during the Chriftmas Recefs. 
‘The Proceedings of the two Houfes fince that Time muft have put 
an End to your Anxiety, and I conceive that there is net one 
among you who forefees not that it is determined, either entirely 
.to difregard, or by fome minifterial Juggle to fruftrate the Peti- 
tions of the People; for none of you, who are generally acquainted 
with what has paffed in the two Houtes, on two late and very re- 
markable Occafions, can have any other Expeétations. You 
suefs, no Doubt, that I here allude to the Proceedings in the Houfe 
of Lords on the 8th Day of laftt Month, when Lord’Shelburne made 
a Motion for appeinting a Commiffion, to confift of Members of 
both Houfes, (who recerved no Emoluments from Government) for 
the Purpofe of enquiring into thoie Abutes, for the Correction .of 
which you have petitioned ; you are aware too that, in the fecond 
‘Place, I mean to direct your Attention to Mr. Burke’s Motion in 
the Houfe of Commons on the 1rith Day of laft Month, for the 
bringing in of five Bills, with the fame View to public Reformation, 
agreeably to the Terms of your Petition. 
Lord Shelburne’s Motion, you have heard, was rejected upon 
a Divifion; and you will hear without Surprize, that this Re- 
jection took Place by the Vote of a confiderable Majority, though 
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mo Lord were bold enough to deny either the Exiftence of the 

Evils complained of, or the Expedience of applying fome Remedies 
for the Cure of them. It follows then that the principal Speakers 
on the Side of Adminiftration had no Means of oppofing the Mo- 

tion but by Evafion, Shift, and Sophiftry; on which, however, 
through Refpect to thofe venerable Practitioners of the Law, who 
took Refuge in fuch Arguments, I forbear to make any Com- 
ment. ) 

Mr. Burke’s Plan met apparently with a better Reception, for 
Leave was given to bring in-the five Bills, by which he propofes 
to effect the Reformation which is the Object of them. | 

Minifterial Condefcenfion has gone even a Step farther. Col. Barré 
moved, on a-fubfequent Day, for the Appointment of a Commif- 
fion of Accounts, for the Purpofe of .general Inveftigation on the 
Subject of Public Expenditure, with the fame View to the County 
Petitions.; and Lord North adopted the Motion with fingular Com- 
placence, and went even beyond the original, Mover, by hinting 
that it might be right, in order that the Commiffion might have 
Time amply fufficient for the Purpofes of its Appointment, that 
it fhould ‘fit throughout the Year. | 

I hall: foon endeavour to difclofe the Springs of this amazing 
Kindnefs. to thofe Members of the Oppofition, but at prefent wifh 
to point all your Attention to fome Declarations which have been 
made ‘on the Side of Adminiftration in both Houfes; Declarations 
not very reconcileable with the Indulgence fhowna to the Movers in 
the Houfe of Commons, but perfectly agreeable to the Treatment 
‘of Lord Shelburne in the Houfe of Peers.—A few Words {poken 
by certain Perfons, at certain Times, and in particular Situations, 
‘may ‘contain as much as.can be expreffed in whole Volumes; of 
‘this Sort are thofe to which I allude, and which will not, I think, 
be eafily effaced from your Minds, fince they are Words which 
concern the deareft Interefts of yourfelves, your Families, and your 
Country. 

In the firft Place then let me:call your Attention to the Declara- 
tion of Lord Hillfborough, who, on the Day of Lord Shelburne’s 
Motion, was pleafed to beftow upon the Petitions of the People 
tthe opprobrious Appellation of faé#ious Libels, and treated thofe 
who had figned and promoted them, not as Men intending what 
they avowed, (that Reformation of the Public Expenditure which 
is become effential to National Credit,.and even to National Exift- 
ence) but as Traitors to their Country, and Stirrers up of Tu- 
‘smult and Rebellion; Crimes which every Confideration of public 
and of’ private Intereft and Happinefs muft lead them to abhor. 

It might have been imagined that his Lordfhip would have refted 
fatisfied with the Confcioufnefs of having been an early and princi- 
pal Agent in provoking that honourable Refiftance on the Part of 
America, which has filled much of that Country with Mifery, and. 
deluged. it with Blood.; that he might have been fatisfied, I.fay, with 
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thofe Refletions, without ’‘feeking farther Comfort on his Pillow 
by fimilar Practices of Irritation among ourfelves.—-Indeed it is a 
remarkable and dreadful Confideration to obferve the Congruity of 
Condué& in Government at the Beginning of the American 
Troubles, with that which is now puriued at home. Whence did 
thofe Troubles arife? From repeated and infufferable Injuries; 
from the intemperate and infolent Rejection of legal and temperate 
Petitions ; from unmerited Reproach and Calumny ; from Contempt, 
‘for which we fhould never forgive ourfelves.; and ftom A@ts df 
Violence and Death, for which God, I fear, hath not forgiven 
us. And now, if popular Commotions and -the Civil Sword ‘de- 
{troy the Peace of this Country, to what Caufes fhall we impute 
fuch a State of Calamity? To intolerable Grievances; difdainful 
Neglect of juft Petitions ; to Revilingsand Obloquy; to a Contempt 
‘of the People, of which their Contemners may yet repent; and ‘to 
Aéts of Intemperance and Blood, for which Heaven perhaps will 
not accept their Repentence.——But I digrefs———+~ 

It is true that the Animadverfions of the Weftminfter Commit- 
‘tee, which you have now in a Manner made. your own, upon the 
Conduét of the Noble Minifter, together with the Recommenda- 
‘tion, or rather the Commands of his more prudent Colleagues in Of- 
fice, have produced a Recantation of Words fo juftly offenfive to 
‘the Feelings and Rights of the People. But thall this be-accepted 
‘of as an Atonement for the Injury? No; for the Recantation was 
‘the trembling Offspring of Conftraint and Servility ;a mere tempo- 
rary State Expedient: But the Injury was the Child of Thought 
‘and Deliberation, the Habit of a Mind purfuing the Train of its 
‘own malignant Purpofes. 

The Refult of that Debate was not only an ill Omen for the’Pe- 
titioners, but furnifhed Occafion to fufpect that the Petitions them- 
felves, inftead of being effectual to the obtaining of Relief, might 
be made a Plea for aggravating the Sufferings of thofe who applied 
for it; nay, ithas rendered it evident that the Defign-of Adminiftra- 
tion is to provoke, not to redrefs; to defy, not to relieve; and to 
mark Contempt of the People’s Power rather than a Feeling of their 
Dittrefs. | | | 3 

Let us now turn our Eyes to the other Houfe, and fee whether 
that exhibits a better Profpe&. There you hear Lord North (after 
the Opening of Mr. Burke’s Plan, formed to meet the Withes of 
the People) declaring, in Words which could not be miftaken, that 
«© every Attempt to leffen the Influence of the Crown mutt be re- 
fitted.” That Influence, my Countrymen, the Reduétion of which 
is the firft Object of all our Petitions, the fouleft Source of all our 
Calamities and Diftrefs; tat Influence which, having firft poifon- 
-ed every private Principle, and reduced public Virtue to little better 
than a Name, is now employed in undermining the very Founda- 
‘tion of the State; ¢4at Influence which hath reverfed the Order of 
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Things amongft us, hath. made. the Sword and Purfe of the People 
the Sword and Purfe of the King; and inftead of Prote€tion, to 
which we have a rightful Claim, hath taught us to expect only.En- 
mity from the very Creatures of our own Voice; that Influence 
which has:already broke in upon, .and, if the People do not inter- 
pofe and ftem the Torrent, will fuddenly overwhelm the Conftitu- 
tion, has found an open and declared Ally in the Perfon of the Mi- 
nifter, who in the Face of all .our Petitions has dared to tell you 
that this.Influence mutt fuffer no Diminution. The Fate of our 
Petitions therefore (fince it is againft this Influence they are diretly 
levelled) can now be no longer doubtful. 

What: then .thall we do? Suffer in Silence or if ye make 
other Efforts to relieve yourfelves, be {pecially cautious: that ye keep 
within-thofe Bounds which your Adverfaries may draw about the 
Conttitution. For Lord Mulgrave has told you, even from : that 
Seat where a Part of you have placed him, that if you tranfgrefs 
thofe Limits, as you will offend without Provocation, : fo you will 
be punifhed without Pity. This friendly Caution is perhaps the laft 
Aét-of Kindnefs which you are to expect from the fame Quarter. 
He certainly deferves your Thanks, for on this fignal Occafion he 
confented to be the Mouth of Government; in him both K 
and Parliament {fpoke.to you; and if his Words have not the in- 
tended Effect of Intimidation, they will ferve a better Purpofe, that 
of putting you upon your Guard. And fhould a Time come (which 
God. prevent).when you muft.enter the Lifts on the Side of your 
Country, it will be.to take up the Gauntlet with which this De- 
ferter of the People, this mercenary Subaltern, this venal Depen- 
dent of the Court and of Lord Sandwich, hath impudently dared to 
defy you. 

But the haughty and provoking Words of the minifterial Peer and 
this alarming Language of the two Commoners ill agree, you may 
think, with the Admiffion of Mr. Burke’s Bill into the Houfe, and 
the Minifter’s apparent friendly Acquiefcence in Colonel Barré’s 
Propofal of appointing a Commiffion of Accounts. Yet thefe A@s 
of minifterial Indulgence, from which fome of you may perhaps 
draw more favourable Conclufions, will in the End ferve only to 
fhew with what Dexterity the Minifter can prevent their operating 
to any good Purpofe. 

He could not have rejected the Motions for bringing in Mr. 
Burke’s Bills, without contefting the’Principle of their Introduc- 
tion, the Exiftence of the Evils which it is their Obje& to abolith, 
that would have been more than even Lord Sandwich dares deny. 
To avoid therefore the Neceffity of controverting what in Truth 
does not.admit of Controverfy, it: was determined to admit the 
Bills into the Houfe with a Purpofe of ftrangling them in their 
Paflage through it. This Adminiftration had Hopes to effe@ by 
Objections which, in Matters of {0 complex and various Arrange- 
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ment, might poflibly arife againft them; and thus the Withes of 
the People for Reformation will be as effectually defeated, by cavil- 
ling at the propofed Means of performing it, as if the Denial of its 
Neceffity had not {uffered them to be brought into Confideration. 
‘We have already feen a Commencement of their Efforts to -effe@ 
our Difappointment ; they have deferred, as long as it was -poffible, 
the Reference of Mr. Burke’s Bill to a Committee; and now that 
it has been committed, they have dared to.put a Negative upon the 
very firft: Propofition it contained, and not only in Contempt of 
-your juft Demands, but in Contradiction to-Experience and Noto- 
riety, which pronounce him a pernicious Couniellor'to the Crown, 
and to a Sentence of a competent Court, which long fince declared 
‘him incapable of Military Service, have gone fo far as to vote Lord 
George Germaine not even ulelefs. | 

As to Colonel Barré’s Commifiion of Accounts, if it ever be fuf- 


fered to exift, it will probably die in another Manner;.and Iam . 


convinced that Lord North, looking to its End when he feemingly 
confented to-its Being, and determining that even while it lived it 
‘fhould be a Thing of no Service,. forefaw the Means of making it 


fuch when he affented to. 1ts Appointment. It is generally fufpect- - 


ed that the Parliament, when it fhall have regiftered the Edis of 
the Seffion, and done befides for the Minifter all that it.has to do, 
is to be-diffolved. Now, if this happen, Lord North prudently 
propofing that the Commiffion thall fit throughout the Year, it will 
be reduced to nothing, almoft as foon as it fhall ,have affembled, 
and will be faved the Trouble of making a Report. before it thall 
have arranged the Heads-on which it.is to prepare one. Thus will 
it be as ineffectual to the Purpofes of its Inftitution, as if its Ap- 
-pointment had not been agreed to. i apetitin 

But fuppefe the Commiffion to be named, and a Diflolution of 

Parliament not to take Place; fuppofe the Members of it to meet, 
to confider their Powers, to inquire, to debate, to determine, and 
‘finally to report, will the People be nearer to obtaining the Relief 
‘they require, may they expect Reformation in the Expenditure of 
Public Money, and Reduétion of the unconftitutional Influence of 
the Crown? Surely not, for fach a Commiffion would be the Crea- 
ture of the Majority; or, in other Words, of the Minifter him{clf, 
who has already given an ample Proof of his Intentions, in having, 
-without a due Attention even tocommon good Manners, wrefted the 
‘Hint of a Commiffion from its original Propofer, and taken upon 
himfelf the Appointment and Conduct of a Meafure which he feared 
might be conducted to his Confufion, if left in the Hands of.a 
Friend to the Rights ‘and Demands of the People. . 

The faithful but unpromifing Reprefentation that I have given, 
will be Matter of Surprize to few. The Generality of you, I am 
convinced, are already fallen into that Depth, that modern Depth 
of political Defpair which hath no Hope in the Parliament of this 

?P Country. 
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Country. Such Men will be prepared for-the fruitlefs Iffue of the 
public Petitions, and will not have ‘{tood in Need-of Lord North’s 
late Avowal,- that ‘* being a better Judge of their Interefts, he thould 
not think himfelf bound to obey: even the general Voice of the Peo- 
ple of England {peaking to him in Parliament,” to be -affured that 
their Voice will not be heard there on the Occafion of their prefent 
ftrictly legal, -and unqueftionably juft and neceflary, Applications. 
Such Men will proceed towards the Accomplifhment of National 
Redrets‘and Reformation‘by fuch Means .as. Prudence, Neceffity, 
and Refolution will already have fuggefted. ee... 

If there be fome who, after the Failure of their; juft Defires ex- 
prefled in their ‘Petition, may afk, «* What dhall. we do?” there is 
a plain Anfwer, *‘ Submit yourfelves to your. Committee and your 

ociations {o long as they fhall appear to intend your.good, to be 
fincerely and-zealowfly difpofed:to redeem you. from. that malignant 
Corruption-which is preying upon-the Vitals of .the State, and, -in 
one Word, refolutely to vindicate and affert the Caufe. and Interefts 
of thofe Blefings which made you ence to flourith’; the.Caufe, my 
generous Countrymen, of your Property and your Freedom. | And 
this do with a firm Perfuafion graven on your Hearts, that the Men 
who rend, wafte, fpoil, -pilfer, and, by every profligate Ad, 
abufe your Property: to their own Purpofe, and who may, at laft, 
be faid‘ to have brought the Whole into the moft imminent Hazard 
of utter Lofs, can have no Regard: to.that Liberty. under the Pro- 
tection of which it:was acquired; and.that when they have made 
you poor, as a neceflary Confequence, ‘they will make you Slaves, 
It is the Order of human‘Events eftablithcd like that of Nature, 
which: cannot: fail. .But under Heaven, place your firft’ and laft 
Confidence in your own Strength and Virtue, and in the Jutftice of 
your Caufe: And fo may the God of Juftice, in his Difpofal of 
future: Events, deliver you from Oppreffion, and -eftablith you in 


Security and Peace!” 


“” 


“ee Any Letter diretiéd to LANcELoT LACKRENT, E/q; to be left 
at the Printing-Office in Coney~ftreet, York, Carriage or Poft 
paid, will be duly attended to. 
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